Baptist Church
The Worship of God
Ann Caldwell, organist; Don Kendrick, pianist
Vineville Brass, Kelly Graves, director

Prelude

arr. Jordan

Come, Christians, Join to Sing

Welcome

Richard Kremer

Music for Meditation Lord, You Have My Heart/Higher Ground

Invocation
*Hymn 438

arr. Tornquist

Leigh Halverson
O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus

Children's Sermon

ebenezer
Norma Thompson

The Lord's Prayer
Ministry of Music

In the Presence of Jehovah

Pastoral Prayer

Kelly Graves
Richard Kremer

Scripture Reading

Psalm 121

Frieda Underwood

Connection verse - "My help comes from the Lord, Maker of Heaven and earth.”

*Hymn 63

Lead On, O King Eternal

Offertory Prayer

lancashire
Brianna Pylant

Offertory

Meditacion

Valdes

Scripture Reading

Judges 7:19-21

Richard Kremer

Ministry of Music

Part the Waters

Brown

Sermon

“The Lessons of Gideon”

*Hymn of Response 510

Lord, Here Am I

Richard Kremer

beck

*Celebrations and Concerns

Richard Kremer

*Pastoral Benediction

Richard Kremer

*Postlude

Processional

Fedak

He Knew Diddley
At the height of his fame, versatile athlete Bo Jackson was featured in a series of Nike advertisements centered around the theme,
“Bo Knows.” Jackson was depicted doing a host of activities like tennis, archery, and golf. But in the final frame Jackson was shown
trying to play guitar in the presence of the legendary guitarist Bo Diddley. The rock superstar intoned, “Bo don’t know Diddley.”
That commercial came to mind last Tuesday when I received news that one of our homebound members, Mitch Faulk, had died
during surgery. Mitch Faulk did know Diddley. In fact, he had played guitar with Bo Diddley! As a pastor, I regard all congregants
as my children, and I know you are not supposed to have favorites, but I regarded Mitch as one of my special children. Many of
you may only have known him as Jere and Joyce Diehl’s son, or as Jane Hardee’s brother. But those of you who did have the pleasure
of meeting Mitch, particularly those on the Homebound Committee, knew him to be a delightful man.
Mitch was caught in a classic “Catch-22” situation. Because of a serious neck condition, he had been bedridden for a decade and
had gained weight. Physicians advised that he needed to lose the weight to have the surgery; but he needed to have the surgery to
be freed to lose weight. Finally, a surgeon agreed to operate and the surgery was successful. Unfortunately, Mitch suffered cardiac
arrest at the end of surgery and passed away. But he was willing to take that risk for the chance to live an active life. I had always
told him that when he was freed from his bed, I expected him to come play guitar in worship. Now I will have to wait to hear him
play in a more elevated venue.
I would add that Mitch’s deacon was Mike Sharpe, who was assiduous in visiting Mitch, checking on him frequently. In fact, on the
last Friday of Mitch’s life, Mike took him a spaghetti supper from the Bazaar. Theirs may not have been a long friendship, but it was
an intensely meaningful one that stands as a paradigm of the positive impact deacons can have upon members of their flock.
Since several of you have asked, I will say that yes, I finished the academic article for theologian Frank Tupper’s Festschrift that the
Mercer University Press will be publishing soon. I holed up in my study at home for two days and wrote feverishly, then set the essay aside and returned to it this week to do a final proof and edit. It was a profoundly satisfying, utterly exhausting experience. For
a couple of days I experienced the life that I long ago rejected, that of an academic whose world is defined by teaching and writing.
I was forced to employ analytical skills that I had set aside when I embraced the pastoral call. Perhaps, a few years down the road,
I will return to that life, but for the present I am back in the life that I did choose – the life that chose me – that of a shepherd of a
flock.
As I write these words on a Wednesday morning, our city, indeed, our entire region, is bracing for another hurricane. Truly we live
in a dynamic universe where the same forces that combine to create and nourish life can also combine to destroy it. And yet, as I
noted in a sermon earlier this year, this “shadowside of creation” is a part of God’s intent and allowance in a free universe.
Just a word about this morning’s message. Early in my ministry I preached a version of “The Lessons of Gideon,” and I seldom
repeat sermons. But in many ways we have a different congregation than the one that heard that earlier sermon, and the themes of
this sermon seem timely to accentuate again. So hear it for the first time or hear it again, and take its challenges to heart.
A word from your pastor,
Dr Richard Kremer

Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary are given by Joan Carr in memory of her sister, Janet Perdue Cowart, and in honor and memory of all
those who have been touched by breast cancer.

Women’s Choir
Ladies of all ages are invited to participate in the Vineville Women’s Choir 2018! There will be a rehearsal on Saturday, November
10th at 9:30 am in the choir room for women from the congregation and from the youth/adult choirs. We will rehearse two pieces
for leading in worship on Sunday, November 11th in the 10:45am service. Sign-up sheets are available in the Sunday School boxes
as well as on Angela Blizzard’s office door. You will not regret taking part in this endeavor, and you may even discover a new love
of singing! Give it a try!
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Youth
Today: Youth will be returning from their Fall Retreat around 11:30 am this morning. There will be no youth activities this
afternoon.

XYZ
The program for XYZ on October 18 will feature a returning guest, James Koerts. James is the Minister of Worship at Mikado
Baptist Church. You will be blessed by his talent. Join us at noon in the Activities Building and bring a friend!

Join us for Ladies Lunch
November 12
Panera Bread Tom Hill Sr. Blvd.
11:30 am
December 10
Panera Bread Tom Hill Sr. Blvd.
11:30 am

Attention Singles!
Our Imprint Singles Ministry will enjoy friendship and conversation:
Sunday, October 21 at 6:00 pm
At the Rookery

Christmas Shoppe Open
The Christmas Shoppe located in the Parlor will be open every Wednesday night before and after church supper. Shop early for
Christmas!

Self Defense Class
“No one should be afraid to be alone.” Paige Slocumb is devoted to personal safety in memory of her sister, Jenny Slocumb
Ewing. This free self defense class will explain how to defend yourself in the event of an attack. This particular class is for
women only with a recommended age of high school or older. The event is free but we will accept donations to help Paige
continue this ministry. Join us October 23 at 7:00 pm. and bring a friend!

Upcoming Events
October 28
All Saints Sunday
November 2nd, 3rd
Children’s Sleepover
November 10
Women’s Choir Rehearsal
Chill at the Grill
November 18
Thanksgiving Potluck
December 2
Hanging of the Green
This Week at Vineville
Sunday, October 14
8:30 am Early Service
9:15 am Media Library
9:35 am Bible Study
10:45 am Worship
Monday, October 15
No Activities
Tuesday, October 16
10:30 am Exercise/Stretching Class
Wednesday, October 17
9:00 am Media Library
5:30 pm Vineville Brass
5:30 pm Family Supper
6:15 pm Children's Choirs
6:30 pm Family Worship
6:45 pm Mission Friends
6:45 pm Kingdom Kids
6:30 pm Youth Bible Study
7:30 pm Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, October 18
10:30 am Exercise/Stretching Class
12:00 pm XYZ Meeting
Friday, October 19
No Activities
Sunday, October 21
8:30 am Early Service
9:15 am Media Library
9:35 am Bible Study
10:45 am Worship
2:30 pm Handbells
4:00 pm Youth Choir
5:00 pm SNYF

Deacon of the Week
The Deacon of the Week is Mike Sharpe. Next week is Todd Smith.

A Convenient Option for Giving

The QR code can be scanned with your smartphone and it will direct you to the VBC giving website.

Report as of October 7
ATTENDANCE
Bible Study
8:30 Worship
10:45 Worship
STEWARDSHIP
Budget Offering
Following Christ 2 (ytd)
ytd Budget Contributions

173
33
146
$30,340
$49,164
$620,685

Our Staff
Richard Kremer
Angela Blizzard
Angela Blizzard
Leigh Halverson
Peggy Jones
Jody Thornton
Ginny Ferguson
Sandra Head
Tonia Boyd
Kathy McCray

Pastor
Minister of Music
Minister to Youth
Minister to Family and
Education
Financial Administrator
Administrative Assistant
Receptionist
Music Ministry Coordinator
Weekday Morning School
Higher Life

Our Lay Leadership
Church Council
Deacon Ministry
Grief Ministry
Homebound
Media Center
Men’s Ministry
Missions
Senior Adults-XYZ
Sunday School

Todd Smith
Kathy Kendrick
Nell Jones
Ann Purser
Kay Defore
Todd Smith
Jim Jones
Jackie Odom
Jeane Easom

474-6333
256-3468
960-6195
477-7549
476-9986
474-6333
757-8411
746-1716
719-1289

